Statement of the Problem
“Parental Involvement/ Engagement”
Introduction
“Parental involvement refers to the amount of participation a parent has when it comes to schooling and her child's life. You can ensure that your child receives the benefits from parental involvements by staying up to date on what is happening in the classroom, helping your child with school opportunities and knowing correct safety procedure for the school”.  (Ireland, K. (2014, February 05). Parental engagement its “defined as parents and school staff working together to support and improve the learning, development, and health of children and adolescents. Parent engagement in schools is a shared responsibility in which schools and other community agencies and organizations are committed to reaching out to engage parents in meaningful ways, and parents are committed to actively support their children’s and adolescents’ learning and development”. (Parent Engagement. (2015, September 01)
The Research Problem
How to promote a consistent and engaged parental involvement for children with disabilities within the school system.
Background and Justification
Historically looking back at the way schools were structures, it was created to resemble the Industrial Revolution. Responsibilities within the schools were fragmented between principals, teachers, counselors, and administrators, each performing specialized tasks. The parents had no roles in the schools at all.  (Parent Engagement: A Shift. (2016, February 02). Paradigm)
Over time, parent engagement grew from programs that merely educated them to processes that enlisted parents in volunteering, fund raising, and school governance. But regardless of how parents were involved with schools, there were always unwritten rules of engagement. It wasn’t until the 1970’s that Ira Gordon spearheaded efforts to develop the “parent-as-teacher” role, helping increase children’s academic performance and develop more positive home-school relationships. (Parent Engagement: A Shift. (2016, February 02). Paradigm)
Gordon Insisted that teachers must learn from parents as well as parents from teachers, so she pointed out that educators needed to develop new attitudes toward parents, including the ability to collaborate with them and work with them in the schools. Her thought process was a major shift for the schools and was rather difficult for them to embrace the idea of education being a collaborative partnership.  (Parent Engagement: A Shift. (2016, February 02). Paradigm)
Today’s idea of family-school partnerships echo back to the ideas of Ira Gordon (1977), implying that parents and schools share equally valued roles in education. To make these partnerships flourish, we must go beyond thinking of parents as school volunteers and fund raisers and consider them part of a school’s learning community and let them be more involved with their children’s education.
Instead of a closed, self-sufficient system, schools must see themselves as open systems that engage in learning at the boundaries between families and communities. Today, Parents are more involved with their children’s education, but some are more involved than others. 
Deficiencies in the Evidence
Engaging parents in their children’s school life is a promising protective factor. Research shows that parent engagement in schools is closely linked to better student behavior, higher academic achievement, and enhanced social skills. Parent engagement also makes it more likely that children and adolescents will avoid unhealthy behaviors, such as sexual risk behaviors and tobacco, alcohol, and other drug use. (Parent Engagement. (2015, September 01)
Studies show that students with parents who are involved in their school tend to have fewer behavioral problems and better academic performance, and are more likely to complete high school than students whose parents are not involved in their school. (Child Trends. (2013).
Audience
Parents are the audience for this research. The parents are benefited from the research and the students are affected. The teachers would be neutral in the research. 
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